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AMERICA EAST 
Vermont has dominated this conference over the past four seasons, 

flaunting a 59-5 record in conference play. Before the shutdown, the 

Catamounts were once again a win away from their third NCAA 

appearance in four years. This season, however, the conference will be 

much more balanced. With Vermont losing vital pieces, most notably 

two-time Player of the Year Anthony Lamb, the window is wide open for a new team to take 

center stage.  

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. VERMONT – Losing Lamb hurts, without a doubt. Yet somehow, John Becker finds a way to 

consistently replenish talent year after year. Stef Smith, a returning 1000 point scorer, will look 

to lead the way along with a few key transfers. 

2. UMBC – Ryan Odom’s squad returns four starters, along with their sixth man and a few other 

key reserves. Florida Gulf Coast transfer Darnell Rogers makes a return to the lineup after an 

early season-ending injury last year, and should help fill the void left by the departure of K.J. 

Jackson. 

3. NEW HAMPSHIRE – This should be an exciting season for the Wildcats. They are the only 

program in the conference to not lose a starter, paving the way for arguably the deepest team in 

the league. There are a lot of options for this team scoring-wise and a wealth of depth, don’t be 

surprised if they are playing in the later rounds of the conference tournament. 

4. STONY BROOK – There was a lot of roster turnover for Stony Brook this offseason, as they lost 

their entire starting five to the transfer portal, but Geno Ford brought in five transfers to 

supplement the roster. If this new collection of talent can find chemistry, they can be 

dangerous.  

5. HARTFORD – The Hawks missed out on their first conference championship game appearance in 

12 years due to the shutdown. It’s a youth movement in Hartford, as there are no seniors in the 

rotation, meaning they could be a feisty team now and a potential favorite in future years. 

6. ALBANY – The Great Danes have always been in the mix in this league over the years. After a 

few rough seasons (for their standards) mainly due to injuries, they should be improved in 2020 

behind the compliment of health and solid perimeter shooting. 

7. NJIT – Another conference move for the Highlanders, who will benefit from the reduced travel 

of being in this conference as opposed to the Atlantic Sun. The combination of Zack Cooks, 

Antonio Brinson, and Souleymane Diakite should help them be competitive in year one. 

8. UMASS LOWELL – The return of Obadiah Noel helps their stock tremendously, as they bring 

back a player who is the front runner for Player of the Year in the conference. 

9. MAINE – The Black Bears collected the most single-season wins since 2012-13 last year, and 

having a lot of newcomers should allow the program to continue its growth. 

10. BINGHAMTON – The conference’s leading scorer, Sam Sessoms, transferred to Penn State, 

leaving a huge hole on the roster, not to mention losing two other starters. The pieces are there, 

however, to build for the future.  
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC 
The AAC could have potentially been just a one-bid conference in the 

NCAA Tournament last season. It should avoid that this season, but it will 

have to do so without UConn, who departed for the Big East after seven 

years in the American. While teams like Houston and Memphis are the 

favorites, there are a few others who could make it interesting. The AAC 

is still a relatively new league, and without the Huskies, this will be a crucial season for the 

conference as whole to establish postseason credibility. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. HOUSTON – Kelvin Sampson has done a fantastic job building a powerhouse at Houston, 

winning 139 games over his first six seasons. They feature one of the best backcourts in the 

country even with the departure of Nate Hinton. Defense will be another strength, as they had 

the best scoring defense in the AAC last year, one that placed 11th nationally. 

2. MEMPHIS – The suspension and eventual departure of James Wiseman took the air out of one 

of the most-hyped seasons in program history. Good news came this summer with the 

commitment of Moussa Cisse, a highly-touted 6-10 center who will add to an already stifling 

defense that was second nationally with a .860 adjusted defensive efficiency rate. 

3. SMU – The Mustangs lost Isaiah Mike to the NBA Draft, but return a solid core of players, 

including their leading scorer in Tyson Jolly. If Oklahoma State transfer Yor Anel gets a waiver, 

their stock rises immensely. 

4. CINCINNATI – It is still strange to not see Mick Cronin coaching the Bearcats, but they fared well 

in their first season without him. They brought in a really good collection of talent between 

transfers and freshman this offseason, so expect them to be competitive once again. 

5. WICHITA STATE – UConn grad transfer Alterique Gilbert is regarded as really solid fit for the 

team’s system, and he should help stabilize a team that lost over 40 points of production. The 

Gregg Marshall scandal and departure adds another dimension to their season. 

6. UCF – The loss of Collin Smith was a devastating blow to a team that would have probably been 

higher on the list. The talent is still there, however, headlined by Oregon transfer C.J. Walker 

and VCU transfer Sean Mobley. Johnny Dawkins certainly has the depth to still win. 

7. SOUTH FLORIDA – There were high expectations for the Bulls last season, but the loss of Alexis 

Yetna before they even tipped off derailed those hopes. If they can consistently hit shots, 

something they often struggled with in 2019, then they can make noise. 

8. EAST CAROLINA – It might be a stretch to have them above Tulsa, but returning top eight 

scorers should make the Pirates intriguing assuming that they can develop year-to-year. 

9. TULSA – It was a bit surprising to see Tulsa tied for first last season, but they seem to exceed 

expectations every year, so don’t be surprised if they finish higher than this when it is all said 

and done. Losing five players to graduation/transfer hurts, though. 

10. TEMPLE – Aaron McKie has some talented transfers coming in along with a good recruiting class. 

It will be a developmental year for the Owls. 

11. TULANE – Ron Hunter won 12 games in his first season with the Green Wave, but it still is going 

to take time for him to turn this program around. 
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ATLANTIC 10 
The A-10 played host to one of the biggest stories in the 

country last season with the dominance of Dayton. There was 

still a tremendous amount of talent dispersed across the 

league, as well, which will be on full display this season. A lot 

of good teams separated by very little will make the Atlantic 

10 one of the most exciting conferences to watch. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. RICHMOND – The Spiders are shaping up to be one of the best mid-major teams this season, as they 

returned their entire starting five from a 24-win team. They have an A-10 P.O.Y. candidate in Jacob 

Gilyard, and three other players who can contend for an all-conference spot. Chris Mooney’s squad has 

potential to be one of the best in program history. 

2. SAINT LOUIS – The Billikens, like Richmond, return their entire starting five and can go ten-deep easily. 

Jordan Goodwin, Javonte Perkins and Hasahn French can all be contenders for A-10 P.O.Y. and all-

conference teams. They should be one of the most balanced, complete teams in the A-10. 

3. ST. BONAVENTURE – A theme so far, the Bonnies return all of their starters from last season. Mark 

Schmidt has been consistently putting out results over the years, and this year will be no different. The 

way this core is structured, they will be a contender for the next two seasons. 

4. DAYTON – We all know the story from last season. The Flyers went 29-2, dominating the conference with 

Obi Toppin leading the way. This season there will be no Toppin, Trey Landers, or Ryan Mikesell, but the 

pieces are still there to be a contender for a postseason appearance. 

5. DUQUESNE – The Dukes have not made the NCAA Tournament since 1977, but there are signs of hope. 

Keith Dambrot will try to build off a 21-9 year with four returning double-digit scorers. 

6. RHODE ISLAND – There is a lot of roster turnover for the Rams, who return just five players. A plethora of 

incoming transfers could make the difference, if they are able to get waivers. 

7. GEORGE WASHINGTON - Jamion Christian will be aiming to replenish the roster this season. An intriguing 

wave of transfers can bolster the roster quickly, so expect them to be in the mix. 

8. VCU – It will be a tall task this season for the Rams, who lost five of their top six scorers. The classic VCU 

trait, athleticism, should help them be competitive in a re-tooling year. 

9. DAVIDSON – Kellan Grady should be an A-10 first team player, and they have the shooting capability to 

stay in and win games. Due to the balanced league, they could finish higher. 

10. MASSACHUSETTS – Tre Mitchell will be the player to watch this season. The reigning A-10 R.O.Y. has 

talent around him, and they are another team who can exceed this projection by March. 

11. GEORGE MASON – It is shaping up to be a solid year for the Patriots, who enter the 2020-21 season with a 

deeper and healthier roster. The return of three double-digit scorers should provide continuity right from 

the jump. 

12. LA SALLE – The Explorers still have a few years to go before they will be contenders in this conference. 

Year three will give Ashley Howard a chance to develop talent in a very competitive league. 

13. SAINT JOSEPH’S – 2019-20 was a very uncharacteristic season for the Hawks, as their six wins was the 

lowest since 1928. Having Ryan Daly back will help, but their defense will need to see a major 

improvement in order to finish higher. 

14. FORDHAM – It’s been 28 years since the Rams made the NCAA Tournament, and due to the depth and 

talent of the league, that drought will continue. They were feisty at times last season, and should be again 

if the talent develops. 



 
6 

ACC 
The ACC is shaping up to be very competitive this season. 

While there are some intriguing squads in the middle of 

the pack, expect a heated race at the top with the teams 

that have led the league in recent years. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. VIRGINIA – The still defending champions enter the 2020 season with high expectations. Having Kihei 

Clark and Jay Huff, along with the Marquette transfer Sam Hauser, will make them a tough team to beat. 

Combine that with their pack-line defense, which held opponents to 52.4 points per game last season.  

2. DUKE – To no surprise, the Blue Devils brought in yet another talented freshman class. The loss of Tre 

Jones cannot be underestimated, but if the influx of freshman meshes well with the veterans, they can 

mount a deep run in March. Their level of talent is certainly undeniable. 

3. NORTH CAROLINA – Last season marked the worst-ever ACC finish for UNC, as the Tar Heels finished last 

in the conference. Despite losing Cole Anthony and Brandon Robinson, ACC P.O.Y. candidate Garrison 

Brooks is back along with a very talented recruiting class. Expect them to be better, especially with the 

best frontcourt in the ACC. 

4. FLORIDA STATE – We have to give credit to what Leonard Hamilton has done at FSU. Their roster is 

incredibly deep once again, despite losing three of their top four scorers. Their length, height, and depth 

will make them a huge (pun intended) threat to take the conference title. 

5. LOUISVILLE – The Cardinals’ season could swing either way. Chris Mack has a couple players poised for 

breakout seasons, but they have to sort through the loss of their starting lineup and top four scorers.  

6. MIAMI – Unlike Louisville, Miami returns four of their top five scorers, and the continuity will make them 

dangerous. Chris Lykes will also be in the mix for ACC P.O.Y. at the end of the year. 

7. SYRACUSE – The loss of Elijah Hughes won’t be easy to fix, but the Orange will roll out what should be a 

fairly potent offense to compliment the zone. They should be in the mix for a NCAA berth, perhaps on the 

bubble, again. 

8. GEORGIA TECH – A lot of people are high on the Yellow Jackets this season, as they should be. They have 

one of the best backcourts in the ACC, which will give them a very good chance to get back to the NCAA 

Tournament for the first time since 2010. 

9. NC STATE – Kevin Keats has an intriguing team this season. The entire backcourt is back, and the roster as 

a whole is deep and talented, despite losing C.J. Bryce and Markell Johnson.  

10. CLEMSON – The Tigers had one of the best defenses in the ACC a year ago, but struggled offensively at 

times. The script should be somewhat similar this year. 

11. VIRGINIA TECH – Mike Young’s squad might be a year or two away from being a contender, but they have 

the talent and scoring ability to steal some wins. 

12. NOTRE DAME – They have the chance to finish higher than this, but that counts on Prentiss Hubb and 

others to step into the roles held by the three seniors they lost. 

13. BOSTON COLLEGE – Wynston Tabbs will be a player to keep an eye on, along with transfers Frederick 

Scott (Rider) and James Karnik (Lehigh). The Eagles have the chance to make some noise if their depth and 

versatility comes to fruition. 

14. PITTSBURGH – It will still take some time for the Panthers to be relevant in this league. They have a 

talented group coming in, and a solid core that should give fans hope. 

15. WAKE FOREST – Steve Forbes has a winning reputation, and his 130-43 record speaks for itself. His first 

season in Winston-Salem will be tough, but they should be competitive in some games. 
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ATLANTIC SUN 
Despite being a smaller, lesser known conference, the Atlantic Sun 

has produced some incredibly talented teams over the past decade. 

Between the Florida Gulf Coast teams of 2012-18 and the recent 

success of Lipscomb and Liberty, the credibility of the conference 

has certainly shot up. Expect some of the usual suspects, along with a few rising programs. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. LIPSCOMB – The Bison return three starters, including Ahsan Asadullah, a member of the 

Atlantic Sun all-conference first team who averaged 18.6 points and 10.1 rebounds per game. 

Having Asadullah, the frontrunner for P.O.Y. in the conference, along with KJ Johnson (their 

second-leading scorer), should make them a dangerous team all year long. 

2. STETSON – This is one of the more intriguing teams to watch. Their 16 wins last season was the 

best in ten years, and they are the only team in the league to return all five starters. Donnie 

Jones’ squad should become the first to have a winning record since 2001, led by reigning 

Atlantic Sun Freshman of the Year Rob Perry.  

3. LIBERTY – The Flames for the past few seasons have been one of the better mid major programs 

in the country. Ritchie McKay coached his team to a 30-4 record in 2019-20, and they were 

shaping up to be a team who could potentially steal a game or two in the NCAA Tournament. 

While they lost three starters, Darius McGhee and Elijah Cuffee are back along with redshirts 

and freshman who should make an impact. 

4. FLORIDA GULF COAST – It was kind of strange to see the Eagles finish tied for sixth in the 

conference in 2019-20, but it’ll be different this season. They return three starters, including 

their top two scorers, and bring in transfers from Ole Miss (Franco Miller Jr.) and Austin Peay (Eli 

Abaev) who should both impact the game. Expect Michael Fly’s team to be right back in the mix 

after an off year. 

5. NORTH FLORIDA – The Ospreys had a great season last year, going 21-12 on their way to a share 

of the conference title. They lost four starters, all of which were double digit scorers. Their 

leading scorer, Carter Hendricksen, is back and looking to make a push for an all-conference bid.  

6. NORTH ALABAMA – This will be the third season of Division I competition for North Alabama, 

who return four starters from a year in which they increased their win total to 13. It would have 

been five, but their leading scorer Christian Agnew transferred to UTEP. Regardless, four starters 

back should allow for the program to continue to work their way into Division I play. 

7. JACKSONVILLE – Tony Jasick should have an interesting team this season. They only bring back 

one starter, but they do have a few key reserves back who should be able to step in and fill the 

void. Keep an eye on freshman twins Cameron and Zameron Boozer as well as the rest of the 

incoming class.  

8. KENNESAW STATE – The Owls won one game last year, a number that should improve this 

season. Coach Amir Abdur-Rahim has a very talented recruiting class coming in. 

9. BELLARMINE – Former Louisville assistant Scott Davenport leads Bellarmine into its first year at 

the Division I level. The program was a powerhouse at the D-II level, and will be one to follow 

down the road. 
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BIG 12 
Two top five teams, multiple national title contenders, and a 

litany of teams that can win games in March, the Big 12 really 

has it all. On top of all of that, it is home to top prospect Cade 

Cunningham. Expect a lot of battles during conference play, 

this conference is much deeper than it was years ago. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. BAYLOR – The Bears went 94 days without a loss last season (23 games), were ranked number one, and 

beat Kansas at Allen Fieldhouse for the first time ever. Following perhaps the best season in program 

history, Baylor might be even better this year. Jared Butler and MaCio Teague are back, and with their top 

three scorers returning, they appear to be deeper than a year ago. 

2. KANSAS – It shouldn’t be understated how big the losses of Devin Dotson and Udoka Azubuike will be for 

the Jayhawks this year. Marcus Garrett, the reigning National Defensive P.O.Y. is back, along with a few 

other key pieces. With six of their nine top scorers back in the rotation, Bill Self should have no issues 

guiding Kansas deep into March. 

3. TEXAS TECH – Chris Beard has done a fantastic job in Lubbock. Don’t forget, this team was the National 

Runner-Up during the 2018-19 season. The only issue is that there are just two players remaining from 

that team. Roster turnover has been common with Texas Tech in recent years, but some of the 

newcomers (including Marcus Santos-Silva and Nimari Burnett) should make them poised for a 

competitive year. 

4. WEST VIRGINIA – Here are two KenPom stats from last season: the Mountaineers were at 10 nationally at 

the end of the season, but 281 in regards to experience. One of the youngest teams in the country returns 

four starters, and should be much better defensively than a year ago (third-highest in points allowed in 

the Big 12). There is a lot to be excited about in Morgantown. 

5. TEXAS – When examining the roster top to bottom, the Longhorns might be one of the deepest teams in 

the conference. They returned all 12 scholarship players from a year ago, and added a five-star talent in 

Greg Brown. They could very likely finish a few spots higher on this list, but the only issue is the Big 12 is 

the most competitive it has been in years. 

6. OKLAHOMA STATE – The Cowboys will be a must-watch this season due to the presence of Cade 

Cunningham, the number one ranked prospect in the 2020 class. Their recruiting class as a whole ranked 

13th in the nation, ahead of programs like Kansas. They will be a tough out, and could knock off some of 

the favorites throughout the season. 

7. OKLAHOMA – Kristian Doolittle is gone, but there are a lot of key players back, including Brady Manek 

and Austin Reaves. It might be tough for them to place higher, but that is not a discredit to what they can 

do. Expect them to be in the mix for an appearance in the NCAA Tournament. 

8. TCU – The Horned Frogs were not great offensively last season, and will have to replace Desmond Bane, 

who averaged 16.6 points per game. RJ Nembhard and Kevin Samuel should help the team develop. 

9. IOWA STATE – Rasir Bolton, an All-Big 12 player, returns to a roster that has seven new players. The influx 

of transfers who have a combined 2,200+ points at the Division I level should make this roster intriguing, 

assuming they get waivers to play. 

10. KANSAS STATE – After all of the talent this program has lost in recent years, it will take some time to get 

back to prominence. They have the young talent, and this year in this league should help them progress 

well. 
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BIG EAST 
It will be a very competitive season in a conference that has 

enjoyed a lot of success since its 2013 reconfiguration. The return 

of charter member UConn will certainly provide a jolt to an 

already prosperous Big East. Villanova is a heavy favorite once 

again, but there is not a lot separating a majority of the teams 

below them. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. VILLANOVA – The Wildcats have won both of the Big East’s national titles since its reboot in 2013, and 

appear to be poised for another run at one this season. They have four returning double-digit scorers, and 

two candidates for All-American spots in Collin Gillespie and Jeremiah Robinson-Earl. Saddiq Bey is a 

tough loss, but Tulane transfer Caleb Daniels should help fill that void.  

2. CREIGHTON – If they had Ty-Shon Alexander, this team could potentially be one of the best in the 

country. Even without him, they are still in the upper tiers. They have an incredibly versatile roster and a 

great interior presence, and should be able to compete for a high seed in the NCAA Tournament.  

3. CONNECTICUT – There is a lot of hype surrounding the Huskies this season, partially to do with their 

return to the league and also with the talent they have on the roster. James Bouknight will be a favorite 

for First Team All-Big East, and the addition of Howard transfer R.J. Cole will make for a very potent 

backcourt. If they can get production inside and from their newcomers, a top three finish is in the realm of 

possibilities.   

4. PROVIDENCE – The Friars lost a lot from last season’s team, including two double digit scorers. Still, there 

is a lot to be excited about, including junior guard David Duke, who has the opportunity for a breakout 

season. Saint Joseph’s transfer Jared Bynum will step in and make an immediate impact as well. 

5. SETON HALL – Kevin Willard was able to reload quickly this season, but not having Myles Powell or Quincy 

McKnight will be a storyline. Bryce Aiken (Harvard) and Takal Molson (Canisius) have the talent to 

compliment a solid core of returning players. It might take a month or so, but expect them to compete for 

a top half finish. 

6. XAVIER – The Musketeers have a lot of talent up front, and are very deep at the guard position. The 

reason they aren’t higher on the list is that they lost their top two scorers and have a lot of youth. If the 

young guys can step up, then they will be in the running for a tournament appearance. 

7. MARQUETTE – The Golden Eagles have lost a lot of talent in recent years. The Hauser brothers 

transferred, and they lost their top two scorers from last season in Markus Howard and Sacar Anim. Some 

talented newcomers should provide some intrigue. 

8. ST. JOHN’S – Mike Anderson’s squad will make it incredibly difficult for opponents to score this season. 

They lost a lot of offensive capability between L.J. Figueroa and Mustapha Heron, and consistency on that 

end might be spotty at times. Regardless, they have the ability to beat some of the teams above them. 

9. BUTLER – The Bulldogs had one of the best defenses in the league last season, but inversely one of the 

lowest scoring offenses. They return three starters that will make them competitive, and they, like so 

many others in this league, could potentially finish higher on this list. 

10. GEORGETOWN – Mac McClung’s transfer news was brutal for the Hoyas, who lost their number one 

scoring option. They have eight new players this season, and time to develop over time. 

11. DEPAUL – The Blue Demons brought in some talented transfers, including Monmouth guard Ray Salnave 

to compliment Charlie Moore in the backcourt. Unfortunately, due to the competiveness of the league 

this season it will be hard for DePaul to move up much. 
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BIG SKY 
For the most part, Montana has been the team to beat in this 

conference for the past few years. That all changed last year 

with the emergence of Eastern Washington, a trendy team that 

many thought could potentially give someone trouble in the 

NCAA Tournament. Expect those two to be battling it out all 

season long. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. EASTERN WASHINGTON – After going 23-8 a year ago, the Eagles are ready to make another run 

this season, despite losing Big Sky P.O.Y. Mason Peatling. Both Kim Aiken Jr. and Jacob Davison 

are candidates for the all-conference first team, along with Big Sky P.O.Y. honors. They are deep 

and balanced, and will be the favorites from the start. 

2. MONTANA – The Grizzlies are very interesting this season. They lost four starters, including their 

leading scorer (Sayeed Pridgett), yet they seem to be just as deep this season. Two impact 

transfers, Cameron Satterwhite (Loyola-Chicago and Northern Arizona) and Michael Steadman 

(San Jose State’s leading scorer and rebounder in 2019) should give them a good chance to 

compete. 

3. NORTHERN COLORADO – This team might be a year away from fully being a competitor in this 

league, but the pieces are there. Bodie Hume is a favorite for all-conference first team, and they 

have only one senior on the roster. Keep an eye on them for the future. 

4. MONTANA STATE – Xavier Bishop and Jubrile Belo are both capable of all-conference honors, 

and the Bobcats bring in some notable talent. They will have to replace Harald Frey, which won’t 

be easy, but Bishop seems to be ready to immediately fill that void. 

5. PORTLAND STATE – The Vikings were the only team in the conference to lose their entire 

starting five, and due to the amount of senior transfers they brought in, it can happen all over 

again next season. Those guys Barret Peery brought in, however, can make noise if everything 

clicks.  

6. WEBER STATE – It was a strange season for the Wildcats in 2019-20, as they went 12-20 and lost 

seven players during the offseason. Three graduate transfers, along with four other newcomers, 

should help remedy that. 

7. NORTHERN ARIZONA – Cameron Shelton is the player to watch here, a guy who is the Big Sky’s 

best point guard. They have a lot of new pieces, but don’t be surprised if they finish higher. 

8. SACRAMENTO STATE – The Hornets will look to some of their newcomers to bolster their 

shooting numbers. The style they play will keep them in a lot of games this season. 

9. SOUTHERN UTAH – Some solid players return for the Thunderbirds, including three players from 

their starting lineup that averaged eight or more points a year ago. Todd Simon has done a good 

job with this program, and in a few years they could be higher on the list. 

10. IDAHO – The Vandals won just eight games a year ago, and then lost their leading scorer this 

offseason. They have a few pieces, but not enough compared to others in the league. 

11. IDAHO STATE – Six players with remaining eligibility left the program, paving the way for ten 

new players. They could place a spot higher on this list if some things fall into place. 
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BIG SOUTH 
Following a stretch in which Winthrop represented the 

conference in the NCAA Tournament for fix of six years 

from 2005-10, the Big South saw a lot more parody in the 

following decade. The Eagles ended the decade like they 

started it with a Big South Tournament title, and will look to repeat this season. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. WINTHROP – The defending champions appear to be the favorites this season, as they return 

three starters and a great majority of their bench. Newcomer Adonis Arms has the scoring 

capabilities to make up for the losses of Hunter Hale and Josh Ferguson, both double digit 

scorers. 

2. USC UPSTATE – The Trojans essentially returned their entire roster from a year ago, and they 

have multiple players who could garner all-conference honors. It is a program that has yet to 

qualify for the NCAA Tournament, and might have its best chance to do so this season. 

3. UNC ASHEVILLE – Mike Morrell’s tenure has been a tale of two different seasons. After a 4-27 

first year, he was able to reignite the Bulldogs last season en route to a 15 win campaign. Led by 

Big South P.O.Y. candidate DeVon Baker and the return of their entire starting five, expect them 

to be towards the top this season as they continue their upward trajectory. 

4. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN – Big South P.O.Y. frontrunner Phlandrous Fleming Jr. provides one of 

the most versatile threats in the entire conference. He is the player to watch on a team that 

plays an exciting style of basketball. 

5. HIGH POINT – This is a surprise pick at this spot, but Tubby Smith is on the sideline doing a 

tremendous job with this program. If they can fix some of their offensive struggles from a year 

ago, they will be very solid. 

6. GARDNER-WEBB – Nate Johnson and Eric Jamison Jr. are gone, but the pieces are there to still 

be competitive. Watch Jaheam Cornwall, a senior who is one of the league’s best deep shooters.  

7. HAMPTON – The Pirates lost two gigantic pieces in Jermaine Morrow (all-time leading scorer) 

and Ben Stanley. That is 47 points per game they need to replace, so the returners will be asked 

to step in and make an impact.  

8. RADFORD – One of the better classes in program history is now gone, and the Highlanders need 

to replace a lot of talent. Their defense will keep them in games, but offensive efficiency will be 

the main key due to the loss of their starting five. 

9. CAMPBELL – This was a team a year ago that was top 50 in effective field goal percentage. With 

a lot of those versatile players back, they can be a threat to steal some games. 

10. LONGWOOD – This is a team that could finish higher after their best season in the Big South 

since joining in 2012. They love to shoot the three, which will both win and lose them games. 

11. PRESBYTERIAN – The program turnaround by Quinton Ferrell is visible, but it just won’t be ready 

this season. The young talent needs time to develop after some roster turnover from a year ago. 

 

 



 
12 

BIG TEN 
Last year was a historic season for the Big Ten, perhaps one of 

its greatest ever. 12 of the 14 teams placed among the top 34 

teams in the country according to KenPom’s efficiency ratings, 

and there was a strong chance ten teams would have received an invitation to the NCAA 

Tournament. This season, a lot of people think it will be a similar script.  

 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. IOWA – The return of National Player of the Year frontrunner Luka Garza thrusted the Hawkeyes up the 

rankings. Garza, who was the first unanimous All-American Hawkeye since 1952, joins the rest of the 

starting five from a year ago, on top of other players who were starters early and got hurt. They had one 

of the most productive and efficient offenses in the country with the fourth-hardest schedule.  

2. WISCONSIN – The Badgers bring back six seniors from last year’s squad that was tied for the Big Ten 

regular season title. What separates them from last year is the incoming recruiting class, which is 

regarded as their best in years. Their balance and depth makes them one of the heavyweights this season. 

3. ILLINOIS – The Illini are the third team that can realistically be in the Top 10 in the nation. The returns of 

Ayo Dosunmu and Kofi Cockburn make them a serious contender for a deep March run. If they can 

improve on their shooting numbers, especially from long range, then they can be even better than last 

year’s team. Their strength on the boards puts them among the country’s elite. 

4. MICHIGAN STATE – It will be very strange to watch this team and not see Cassius Winston and Xavier 

Tillman on the floor. The Spartans, however, have no shortage of talent. Joey Hauser comes in from 

Marquette, and Aaron Henry and Joshua Langford return from injury. In terms of replacing Winston, they 

have three four-star caliber players they can plug in. 

5. RUTGERS – The COVID stoppage robbed the Scarlet Knights of their first NCAA appearance since 1991. 

That drought will end this season. They brought back seven of their top eight players, and should be 

better on the road this season. Their defense ranked second in the Big Ten and 18th nationally a year ago. 

6. OHIO STATE – They lost a lot from last season, but bring in two impact transfers in Justice Sueing 

(California) and Seth Towns (Harvard). If all of the pieces fit together, they will be very good offensively. 

7. INDIANA – Archie Miller is still looking for his first tournament appearance in Bloomington, and it should 

come this season. Trayce Jackson-Davis and Khristian Lander will be a solid 1-2 punch for the Hoosiers. 

8. PURDUE – The Boilermakers would have been higher on this list if Matt Haarms and Nojel Eastern didn’t 

transfer. They now don’t have a senior on the roster, and their youth will be tested in a tough Big Ten. 

9. MICHIGAN – Juwan Howard’s team brings back three double digit scorers and introduces a solid group of 

new faces. Expect them to be smoother this season, after playing the nation’s hardest schedule last year. 

10. MARYLAND – They return Aaron Wiggins, Donta Scott, Eric Ayala and Darryl Morsell, but lost Anthony 

Cowan Jr. and Jalen Smith. Those losses are immeasurable, so expect there to be a dip in the standings. 

11. MINNESOTA – The Golden Gophers were much better than their record and standing indicated a year 

ago. If they hit on their transfer waivers, then they can be a bubble team throughout the season. 

12. PENN STATE – Jim Ferry will serve as the interim head coach after Pat Chambers stepped down, and he 

will have to deal with a very contested Big Ten. They are a good team, and return six players from their 

rotation. There are just a lot of good teams ahead of them. 

13. NORTHWESTERN – They only have ten scholarship players on the roster, and return a lot of key players 

from a year ago. They are among the youngest in the league, so expect this to be a multi-year project. 

14. NEBRASKA – Fred Hoiberg should be able to settle in more in year two, with a lot of new players to mold 

his system around. There is still work to be done, however, for them to climb up the standings. 
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BIG WEST 
There have been some dangerous NCAA Tournament teams 

to come out of the Big West in recent years. Multiple teams 

have the tools needed to be a dangerous lower seed, 

headlined by the defending champion UC Irvine. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. UC IRVINE – The Anteaters are primed to continue their run of dominance over recent years 

within this conference. Isaiah Lee and Jeron Artest are complimentary players to watch 

alongside Big West Player of the Year frontrunner Collin Welp. They have the talent, depth, and 

most importantly in this league, size. 

2. UC SANTA BARBARA – It isn’t out of the realm of possibilities for the Gauchos to be a 

formidable foe for UC Irvine this season. They might be the deepest team in the league, 

especially in the backcourt, where they have four players who could realistically garner all-

conference honors. If they can match Irvine’s size, they could sneak in the NCAA Tournament. 

3. LONG BEACH STATE – This might be a little high, but Long Beach State is poised for a bounce-

back season after finishing tied for seventh. They return four starters, including three double 

digit scoring guards. It will make them very difficult to beat, especially if all three of those guys 

are clicking at the same time. Their size and interior defense will be things to monitor. 

4. HAWAII – If the Rainbow Warriors are able to fill the scoring void left by Eddie Stansberry, then 

they can finish in the top four of this league. They are athletic and long, which makes them 

versatile enough to keep up with other teams. Keep an eye on Justin Webster for a potential 

breakout season. 

5. UC RIVERSIDE – Head coach David Patrick departed for an assistant job at Arkansas, but that 

shouldn’t cause too much of a drop-off. The Highlanders return four starters, including a very 

formidable frontcourt and solid shooting options on the outside. 

6. CAL STATE BAKERSFIELD – After coming over from the Western Athletic Conference, the 

Roadrunners will be looking to make a splash in year one. They returned their entire starting five 

that checks off a lot of the intangibles. They could very likely finish higher than this. 

7. UC DAVIS – The Aggies have the reigning Freshman of the Year in Ezra Manjon, who will be 

looking to take the next step in year two. They lost a lot of shooting depth, which could hinder 

their ability to move up. 

8. CAL STATE FULLERTON – The Titans have had a lot of talent come through their program over 

recent years, and last season was no different. Four starters are gone from the 2019-20 team, 

and they are hoping for some graduate transfers to smooth out this transition. 

9. CAL POLY – A talented incoming class should make the Mustangs a tough team in the coming 

years. This season, however, expect it to be a developmental year for that youth.  

10. UC SAN DIEGO – The Tritons make their Division I debut with a team filled with intriguing talent. 

They might struggle with the size of this league, but they have the players to compete. 

11. CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE – Four starters are gone, including the two-time Big West Player of the 

Year Lamine Diane. They have the ability to finish a little higher, but it is a lot of talent they need 

to replace. 
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COLONIAL ATHLETIC 
The Colonial is filled with great coaches and teams that are not 

separated by much. There is a tremendous amount of parody 

this season, and you could make the case a great majority of 

these teams have a shot at the conference title. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. HOFSTRA – Hofstra has consistently found a way to win year in and year out, and this season will be no 

different. The combination of Jalen Ray and Isaac Kante will be a solid one-two punch, and they should be 

able to compensate for the production they lost. The Pride ranked last in the nation in bench minutes, so 

they will need reserves to step up to add depth. Expect Hofstra to be a favorite all year long. 

2. DREXEL – This might be a bit of a reach, but the Dragons are due for a breakout season in Zach Spiker’s 

fifth season. They have one of the frontrunners for CAA Player of the Year in Cam Wynter, and James 

Butler returns after averaging a double-double down low. They have a very balanced attack and the depth 

to make a move up the standings in 2020. 

3. DELAWARE – The Blue Hens were a very good team last season, but lost two crucial pieces in the 

offseason. Nate Darling entered into the NBA Draft, and Justyn Mutts transferred, and just like that a 

combined 33 points of production left the program. They do however return two double digit scorers, and 

will need role players from last season to take the next step in their development in order to be 

competitive. 

4. CHARLESTON – One of the best scorers in conference history, Grant Riller, is no longer on the team, and 

they will need to find another go-to option fast. They return only three proven rotation players, so they, 

like so many others in this league, will need to find other options in order to be a contender.  

5. ELON – After making some noise with a young team last season, Mike Schrage’s squad will look to take 

the next step this season. They shoot the ball extremely well from the outside, as they made 10.2 threes 

per game a year ago. Keep an eye on JaDun Michael, a four-star talent who chose the Fighting Phoenix 

over power conference schools. 

6. NORTHEASTERN – The Huskies lost their one-two scoring punch in Jordan Roland and Boland Brace, so 

the beginning of the 2020-21 campaign will be a bit shaky as they figure things out. They will need to play 

better defensively at the rim, and if they can get to the free throw line more, they can make up for those 

lost points. 

7. UNC WILMINGTON – A once perennial contender in this league, the Seahawks got a sign of hope when 

former assistant Takayo Siddle returned to become the head coach. If he can get more offensive 

production out of this team, along with a more potent bench, then they can start climbing the standings 

again. One thing that helps is they returned 80 percent of their starting lineup. 

8. JAMES MADISON – The Dukes have a solid core of Matt Lewis, Michael Christmas, and Zac Jacobs, and 

welcome in a pair of junior college transfers who can possibly make an impact right away (Rashawn 

Fredericks and Jalen Hodge). First year head coach Mark Byington has an intriguing squad, but their 

defense might hinder them from being higher on the list. 

9. WILLIAM & MARY – For a team that finished second last season, this might seem like a dramatic dip. 

However, they lost four starters and a majority of their offensive production, along with CAA Defensive 

Player of the Year Nathan Knight. As a result, they don’t have enough firepower compared to others.  

10. TOWSON – The Tigers were gutted by graduations and transfers, making them a young team in 2020-21. 

They were very good last season, and if those younger returning reserves can step into a starting role, 

they finish a little bit higher. 
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CONFERENCE USA 
People have been waiting for Western Kentucky to take the 

leap and make it to the NCAA Tournament for a few years 

now. Will this be the year? There are a few teams below 

them that might say otherwise. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. WESTERN KENTUCKY – Rick Stansbury has the most talented team in the conference, led by C-USA Player 

of the Year frontrunner Charles Bassey. They were a juggernaut on offense a year ago, and return 

practically their entire roster. They will be challenged, but should still be there at the end. 

2. NORTH TEXAS – A formidable challenger in this conference, the Mean Green are coming off one of the 

best seasons they’ve had in recent memory. They finished top 20 nationally in 2-point, 3-point and free 

throw percentage a year ago, and should pick up right where they left off this season. 

3. MARSHALL – The Thundering Herd played at a lightning quick speed in 2019-20, averaging 75 possessions 

per game. They return four starters, including Taevion Kinsey and Jarrod West, and have enough depth to 

compete with anyone in the league. 

4. LOUISIANA TECH – One of the better defensive teams in the conference, the Bulldogs will look to their 

bench from a year ago as they have to replace four starters from a 22-8 campaign. That defense will keep 

them in games as they sort through the new rotation. 

5. CHARLOTTE – The Niners have one of the best backcourt duos in C-USA in Jordan Shepard and Jahmir 

Young. If they can reduce their turnovers (291st in TO rate last year), then Charlotte can make some noise. 

6. OLD DOMINION – 2019-20 was the only losing season under Jeff Jones in the seven years that he has 

been the coach. A large group of upperclassmen return and the Monarchs should be one of the steadiest 

teams all year long. 

7. UTEP – The Miners possessed one of the better defenses in the league last season, making it very difficult 

for teams to work in halfcourt sets. If they can take the next step offensively, then they could possibly 

work their way up a bit. It helps to have four starters back, including two who averaged double figures. 

8. UAB – Andy Kennedy returns to where he played to try to build up the program. The Blazers will be 

competitive, as they return three starters from a team that won 19 games a year ago. 

9. UTSA – The Roadrunners possess the nation’s highest scoring duo in Jhivvan Jackson and Keaton Wallace. 

The only drawback to having that is that they struggle to score inside, and have statistically the worst 

defense in the conference. 

10. MIDDLE TENNESSEE – Nick McDevitt will be looking for incoming transfers to make an immediate impact 

for a team that finished last in 2019-20. If they can, expect them to be a much better scoring team. 

11. FLORIDA ATLANTIC – Jailyn Ingram is an all-conference talent, and should help make the Owls a tough 

team to beat. Their frontcourt is among the best in the conference, but perimeter shooting will be 

something to improve upon if they want to finish higher.  

12. FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL – The Panthers forced opponents into turnovers on one of every five 

possessions last season. If they can solidify the interior defense, they can finish higher on the list. 

13. SOUTHERN MISS – This team will be good in the future, as they welcomed in a talented collection of 

freshman and transfers. This season, however, they don’t have enough offensively to compete with the 

teams ahead of them.  

14. RICE – With only one returning starter, things might be tough for the Owls in 2020-21. They will look to 

improve defensively, as they were last in C-USA in adjusted defensive efficiency. The losses from their 

starting lineup might be too much to overcome this season. 
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HORIZON 
Some really good teams have been produced by the 

Horizon League over the years, and last year was no 

different. It’ll be a two-team race at the top throughout the 

season, with some teams below them trying to take the 

next step. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. WRIGHT STATE – Losing in the league championship game was a disappointing end to 2019-20 for the 

Raiders, who were the league’s best team with a 15-3 conference record. What is good for Wright State is 

that they retained a good portion of their key pieces, including Horizon P.O.Y. Loudon Love, along with 

Tanner Holden, who is an all-conference talent. Expect them to be at the top once again. 

2. NORTHERN KENTUCKY – The Norse have been the most consistent team in this conference when March 

comes around, as they have represented the conference three of the past four seasons in the NCAA 

Tournament. It will be practically a new starting five, but the reserves from a year ago are capable of 

stepping up.  

3. ROBERT MORRIS – The Colonials ended their tenure in the Northeast Conference with a conference 

tournament title, winning four-straight. The one thing to watch for is the adjustment, as they were in the 

NEC for 39 years. The good news is they returned three starters off of a team that won 20 games. 

4. DETROIT – The Titans have the capability to make a big jump from their ninth place finish in 2019-20. 

Antoine Davis is back, after averaging 24.3 points per game, and intriguing transfers Taurean Thompson 

(Seton Hall) and Matt Johnson (St. Bonaventure) will make them more dynamic. 

5. YOUNGSTOWN STATE – Last season was the first time the Penguins had a winning season in seven years. 

To broaden that, it was the second in 18 years. They are poised for another, as they bring back virtually 

everyone including their leading scorer Darius Quisenberry. 

6. OAKLAND – This season could go one of two directions for Oakland, a team that doesn’t finish this low 

too often. Their large freshman class could hit the ground running, or it could take a few years to develop 

it. If the latter is the case, a team or two might jump them in the standings. 

7. MILWAUKEE – The Panthers have the talent to compete on a nightly basis, headlined by all-conference 

talents Te’Jon Lucas and C.J. Wilbourn. This could be a team that sneaks up the standings at some point. 

8. UIC – First year head coach Luke Yaklich takes over a team with just one returning starter, and a multitude 

of players that don’t have too much playing experience. It might be a transitional year for the Flames.  

9. CLEVELAND STATE – It is shaping up to be a bounce-back season for the Vikings, as they return almost 

their entire roster and should have a lot of chemistry going into this season. The return of Algebon 

Eichelberger will make the difference, as the third-team All-Horizon talent averaged close to 15 points and 

six rebounds last season. 

10. PURDUE-FORT WAYNE – The Mastodons could very easily finish higher, but the transition from the 

Summit League will be something to monitor. If they adjust quickly, they have the talent to compete 

immediately. 

11. GREEN BAY – Will Ryan, the son of Wisconsin legend Bo Ryan, gets to start his Division I coaching career 

with the Phoenix. Year one won’t be easy, as he inherits a roster that only returns just three players that 

played year ago. 

12. IUPUI – The Jaguars bring back a first-team talent in Marcus Burk, along with another double digit scorer 

in Jaylen Minnett. Their defense, however, will hinder them, as they were in the bottom ten defensively in 

the nation in 2019-20. 
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IVY LEAGUE 
There are questions if the Ivy League will play this season, and 

games are ruled out until at least January 1. There are a number 

of players that have entered the transfer portal, with the biggest 

name being Ivy League Player of the Year frontrunner Paul 

Atkinson. If a season is played, the league will be as wide open as it has ever been. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. YALE – The transfer of Paul Atkinson will be a major blow to a team that has won two-straight 

regular season titles. All-conference guard Azar Swain, along with Jalen Gabbidon, should be 

able to compensate for not having Atkinson. James Jones will has his team ready, and they 

should still be the team to beat. 

2. PRINCETON – Mitch Henderson’s team might be the most formidable challenger to the Bulldogs 

this season. They have a ton of three-point shooters, led by all-conference guard Jaelin 

Llewellyn. The loss of Richmond Aririguzoh will be felt, as he was one of the best big men in the 

conference. They have almost everyone else back, and if they improve defensively, they could 

very well win the conference. 

3. BROWN – This might be a stretch to have them above Harvard, but there is a lot to be excited 

about with the Bears. This season seems to be the culmination of what has been a steady 

building process for Mike Martin, who will have to make up for some big scoring losses from a 

year ago. Their defense will be their calling card, and if they take that next step as a team, they 

could very well make some noise.  

4. HARVARD – It will be hard to gauge what the Crimson will be this season, as they had three 

players enter the transfer portal. Tommy Amaker has always been consistent with replenishing 

talent, and that skill will be tested this season with those added departures, on top of what they 

lost from a year ago. 

5. PENN – Expect Steve Donahue’s squad to put more of an emphasis on perimeter shooting 

following co-Ivy Player of the Year A.J. Brodeur’s departure. They have some solid guard talent 

and a lot of guys returning from last year’s bench.  

6. DARTMOUTH – There hasn’t been a winning season in Hanover since the 1998-99 season, but 

there are signs of progression this season. They have three great scoring options in Brendan 

Barry, Chris Knight and Aaryn Rai. Don’t be surprised if they have a solid season. 

7. CORNELL – Their seven wins last season amounted to their worst season since 2013-14. Don’t 

expect the same this season, as they return four starters who will all be seniors. They will need 

to be better on the road this season, as they amassed a 1-14 record away from Ithaca. 

8. COLUMBIA – The Ivy League scoring champion Mike Smith is gone, who was their lone double 

digit scorer from a year ago. They will be improved shooting-wise, but it will be a much more of 

an all hands on deck approach offensively without Smith’s presence.  
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METRO ATLANTIC 

This league has been dominated by Iona for some time 

now, as they have represented the MAAC in the NCAA 

Tournament four-straight times. It will be much more 

open than in past seasons, with five or six teams with a 

legitimate shot at a conference title. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. SIENA – The Saints are by far the team to beat this season in the MAAC. Three starters are back from a 

team that won 20 games, led by reigning MAAC Player of the Year in Jalen Pickett, should is the 

frontrunner to win it again. They also brought back Manny Camper, who provides the needed offensive 

compliment to Pickett. Keep an eye on some of their newcomers, most notably Aidan Carpenter.  

2. IONA – Tim Cluess built one of the more consistent mid-major programs in the country at Iona, as they 

have won four-straight MAAC Tournament titles. In year one under Rick Pitino, the expectations will be no 

different. Pitino inherits a team that returns some valuable pieces, including Isaiah Ross and Asante Gist, 

and welcomes in 11 newcomers that are filled with size and length.  

3. MONMOUTH – Deion Hammond is all-conference talent, and the Hawks have a lot of firepower in the 

backcourt to compliment him. Keep an eye on forward Jarvis Vaughan, who is a dynamic scorer and 

rebounder poised for a breakout year. Their ability to force turnovers and run in transition will make them 

a dangerous team. 

4. SAINT PETER’S – Shaheen Halloway’s Peacocks were one of the youngest teams in the country a year ago, 

and were only a game behind Siena for the regular season title. Their youth will be tested again in 2020-

21, but if they can take the next step, they will be good for the next few seasons. 

5. CANISIUS – More than 70 percent of the scoring is back from last year’s team, and that cohesiveness will 

make them a threat in 2020-21. They led the nation in losses by five or fewer points, so their 12-20 record 

will be a bit deceiving. Majesty Brandon and Jordan Henderson will form a solid one-two scoring punch. 

6. NIAGARA – It’s hard to gauge the Purple Eagles this season. They return their entire starting five and have 

a wealth of experience, but they won just two games away from home. That number should go up, and 

Greg Paulus should help Niagara take the next step. 

7. MANHATTAN – The Jaspers lost some key pieces in the offseason, most notably Pauly Paulicap, who was 

their leading scorer and best defensive player. If their incoming transfers get waivers, they will be a solid 

team as they returned three of their top five scorers. 

8. FAIRFIELD – The combination of Jesus Cruz and Taj Benning will make the Stags an intriguing team, and 

incoming transfers Calen Green and Tshiefu Ngalakulondi should make an immediate impact. Jay Young’s 

squad could very well finish a few spots higher. 

9. QUINNIPIAC – Cameron Young and Rich Kelly have departed the past two years, but the Bobcats still have 

talent to be a feisty team. They have multiple offensive options that will make them tough to defend.  

10. MARIST – It’s year three for John Dunne, and with his entire starting five back, this might be the season 

the Red Foxes start to climb up the MAAC standings. The player to watch here is Michael Cubbage, who 

led Marist in scoring, rebounds and assists a year ago. 

11. RIDER – It’s hard to imagine this big of a dip for Kevin Baggett’s program, which is a testament to the job 

he has done in Lawrenceville the past eight years. They lost their entire starting five, four of which were 

double-digit scorers. If Baggett can blend the newcomers and returning bench guys, then the Broncs will 

be higher in the standings. Worst-case scenario, this is a re-tooling season that preps them for the future. 
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MID-AMERICAN 
If you like solid guard play, look no further than the MAC, which 

possesses one of the deepest talent pools of guards in the country. 

Having that even distribution will make for a very tight and contested 

race this season. Buffalo has been the team to beat over the past five 

years, but expect a few new challengers to come for that crown. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. BOWLING GREEN – The Falcons have not appeared in the NCAA Tournament since 1968, a drought which 

could very well end this season. It came as a surprise to some that All-MAC guard Justin Turner returned 

instead of becoming a grad transfer at a high major school. Turner’s return will energize a veteran group 

that also features Daeqwon Plowden and Trey Diggs. The excitement is real around this program. 

2. BALL STATE – This team is incredibly deep at the guard position, and brought in some impact transfers in 

Reggie Jones and Jalen Windham. Combine them with Ishmael El-Amin, Jarron Coleman, and others, and 

they form a team that will be very difficult to defend. They also featured the MAC’s best defense a year 

ago, an identity that will make them a very well-rounded team in 2020-21. 

3. BUFFALO – The Bulls know how to win. They’ve collected five 20-win seasons in the past six years, and 

they have a chance to increase that number this season. Jim Whitesell’s team has four double-digit 

scorers back, headlined by All-MAC guard Jayvon Graves.  

4. AKRON – The COVID-19 shutout ended a memorable season for the Zips, who went 24-7 and finished first 

in the league. They accomplished that with a veteran-heavy roster, which graduated four starters this past 

offseason. Akron does return MAC P.O.Y. candidate Loren Cristian Jackson, who will give them a chance to 

be a top four team in the conference. 

5. OHIO – Picked last in the preseason poll, the Bobcats surprised many during the 2019-20 season, as they 

finished 167 overall in KenPom’s efficiency rankings. This team is young, so there will still be growing 

pains, but their collection of talent should help them continue to slowly rise. 

6. TOLEDO – The Rockets had to deal with a short rotation throughout the season due to a wave of injuries. 

There isn’t a lot left from their 2018-19 team that went 23-11, but they shouldn’t be doubted for that. A 

talented incoming class of freshman and a JUCO transfer should help supplement those losses. 

7. EASTERN MICHIGAN – Excluding Boubacar Toure, the Eagles return all of their contributors from a year 

ago, and also bring in a wave of transfers. Their defense was their calling card last season, and if the 

offense can catch up, they could make some moves in the standings. 

8. KENT STATE – The Golden Flashes will have to replace four starters, all of which averaged nine or more 

points. That won’t be easy, but Rob Senderoff has a collection of transfers, redshirts, and true freshman 

to replenish the roster. Ohio Mr. Basketball VonCameron Davis is the player to watch here. 

9. MIAMI (OHIO) – This team might have been higher on the list if they still had Nike Sibande, but the talent 

is still there to make some noise. Role players from last year will have to step up in order to do so. 

10. CENTRAL MICHIGAN – It appears to be an attempt at a quick rebuild for the Chippewas, who replace four 

double-digit scorers with four JUCO transfers. Those transfers should give depth in the frontcourt. 

11. NORTHERN ILLINOIS – This is a team that won 18 games a year ago, but they lost their all-time leading 

scorer in Eugene German. That won’t be an easy task, and the Huskies might not have the firepower to fill 

that void right away. 

12. WESTERN MICHIGAN – Their top two scorers transferred out, and they have a first year head coach in 

Clayton Bates. They have a talented freshman guard in Daylan Hamilton, who will be a player to watch 

this season.  
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MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC 
There is a lot of excitement around the MEAC this season, 

as many are awaiting the debut of five-star talent Makur 

Maker at Howard. The conference has some really solid 

teams in it, along with what could be a historic season for 

Howard. There will be a lot of eyes on the MEAC, with 

good reason.  

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL – Levelle Moton is a fantastic coach, and his record shows, with three-

consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances and a fourth highly likely before the COVID-19 shutdown. 

Moton’s team will look to secure the fourth-straight appearance this year, with a skilled roster led by C.J. 

Keyser, who is an All-MEAC talent. They don’t have great size, but their speed, skill, and reputation earns 

them the top spot. 

2. HOWARD – All eyes will be on Makur Maker and Howard this season. The five-star player joins a team 

that returns four starters, including the MEAC Rookie of the Year in Wayne Bristol Jr. In a conference with 

a talented group of teams in its upper tier, the Bison will have a lot of tough games, but Maker could 

make the difference. For a program that has only made the NCAA Tournament twice, this might be one of 

its best teams and seasons ever. They are must-watch television. 

3. NORFOLK STATE – The Spartans were very solid last season, and are poised to run it back in 2020-21. They 

return three starters and a plethora of complimentary pieces from a year ago, and if some of those guys 

have breakout seasons, Norfolk State could very well win the MEAC. 

4. NORTH CAROLINA A&T – This is a team that could end up higher on the list, as they return some talented 

pieces despite losing three quality players from last year’s team. Kameron Langley is the player to watch 

here, and transfer Blake Harris is a big-time talent that could contribute a lot. 

5. COPPIN STATE – The Eagles will have a solid year, mainly due to having two of the best players in the 

conference in Koby Thomas and Dejuan Clayton. That duo will be hard to defend, but in order to improve 

in the standings the team will need to improve on its offensive efficiency numbers from 2019-20. 

6. FLORIDA A&M – After going 11 seasons without a winning conference record, the Rattlers have put 

together back-to-back winning campaigns and have a decent chance at a third. They return four starters, 

including MJ Randolph, a frontrunner for a spot on the All-MEAC first-team. 

7. MORGAN STATE – Two double-digit scorers are back along with some other talented pieces. If Wake 

Forest transfer Sharone Wright Jr. receives a waiver, the Bears might finish a bit higher. 

8. DELAWARE STATE – Defense will be the main talking point this season for the Hornets, who ranked 347 

nationally in adjusted defensive efficiency. Expect that number to be better, but there is still work to be 

done for this program to climb up the MEAC. 

9. BETHUNE-COOKMAN – The Wildcats were very good offensively in 2019-20, but lost four players who 

averaged seven or more points. Their youth will be tested, and it might be a re-tooling season for the 

program. (OPTED OUT FOR 2020-21 SEASON ON OCTOBER 27) 

10. SOUTH CAROLINA STATE – Four starters are gone, including Damani Applewhite and Rayshawn Neal. It 

will be tough this season for the Bulldogs, who have compiled fourth consecutive losing seasons.  

11. MARYLAND EASTERN SHORE – Offense will be the likely emphasis, as the Hawks did not grade out well 

last season in multiple national statistics. Losing their leading scorer, AJ Cheeseman, won’t help that 

cause. Guard Glen Anderson is a key returner, who led the team in assists and should help boost those 

offensive metrics with his ability to create plays. 
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MISSOURI VALLEY 
If you’re looking for a well-balanced league that is on the rise, look 

no further than the Missouri Valley. Last season, the average MVC 

team saw a jump of 28 spots in KenPom’s efficiency rankings, with 

six placing within the top 150 in the nation. This league, like so 

many others, saw some of its best transfer out, but it retains a lot 

of good teams and players poised to continue to boost the league’s pedigree. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. LOYOLA-CHICAGO – Porter Moser said earlier in the offseason that their current roster might be the 

deepest team that they have had, which says something considering they were in the Final Four in 2018. 

There are two notable pieces still around from that team, which brought back every consistent 

contributor from last season. They have an incredibly talented big man in Cameron Krutwig, great guard 

play in Lucas Williamson and Cooper Kaifes, and a great coach. The Ramblers are poised for a great year. 

2. NORTHERN IOWA - The Panthers saw an unexpected end to their historic season with a 21-point loss to 

Drake in the quarterfinals of the MVC Tournament. There is still cause for optimism, as they return three 

starters, all of which were double-digit scorers. They had a top-25 offense last season in KenPom’s 

adjusted offensive efficiency metrics, and their ability to shoot effectively from the perimeter should 

make them a serious contender. 

3. BRADLEY – This is a Bradley team that will look for their third-consecutive postseason tournament title, 

something only one team has done in the MVC’s history. They lost three starters, however, but Brian 

Wardle seems to have found ready-to-go replacements for those guys. Expect them to be in the hunt. 

4. INDIANA STATE – Four of their top five scorers are back, led by Tyreke Key, who was the fourth-fastest to 

1,000 points in program history. Towson transfer Tobias Howard Jr. will make an immediate impact on the 

lineup, and will help solidify what is already a quality offensive team. 

5. DRAKE – It was a huge loss when seven-footer Liam Robbins transferred out of the program during the 

offseason. Losing the nation’s fifth-best shot-blocker will leave a huge gap at the rim, especially in a 

conference that has some top-tier big men. They have the pieces to stay competitive, however. 

6. VALPARAISO – Perhaps the biggest transfer this offseason came when all-league honoree Javon Freeman-

Liberty transferred to DePaul. Before that news came out, the Crusaders appeared to be a team poised 

for a run at the top of the conference. They still have a very solid team, but without their star who 

averaged just under 20 points per game, it will take some time to adjust offensively. 

7. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS – The Salukis have a very young roster, but one that can still hang around with most 

of the teams in this league. They have a strong defense, but a lack of experienced players in the interior 

will be something to monitor as the season goes on. 

8. MISSOURI STATE – No team in the MVC lost more players than the Bears did, but that might actually be a 

good thing for this program. Last season, many called for their ascension up the standings, but their mix of 

four incoming Division I transfers and talented newcomers never came together as a cohesive unit. With 

what seems to be a clearer rotation, the Bears can reset and attempt to move up once again.  

9. ILLINOIS STATE – The Redbirds have been the standard of success for so long in this league, averaging 20 

wins for 12 years. Their 2019-20 campaign was their worst since 2005-06, but their incoming group of 

players should prove for a turnaround down the road. 

10. EVANSVILLE – The Purple Aces upset the number-one team in the country in November, and eventually 

went on to go winless in MVC play. There’s room for positivity, but the growth will take some time. 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 
San Diego State ran through the league a year ago, and looked like 

one of the best teams in the country. Without Malachi Flynn, they 

could take a step back and add a ton of intrigue to a league that 

has produced some exciting games and teams in recent years. 

This will be a league to keep an eye on as the season progresses. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. SAN DIEGO STATE – The Aztecs, despite the loss of Malachi Flynn, return a really solid core led by Matt 

Mitchell. The introduction of high-scoring guard Terrell Gomez, a grad transfer from Cal State Northridge, 

will help compensate for the loss of Flynn. Just how good was this team a year ago? Brian Dutcher’s team 

ranked 11th in adjusted offensive efficiency and 10th in adjusted defensive efficiency. Their balance, 

consistency, and experience still makes them the team to beat. 

2. BOISE STATE – The Broncos welcome back Derrick Alston, an All-MWC talent who was their leading scorer 

from a year ago. Alston joins a group that saw a wave of incoming talented transfers, making them poised 

for another 20-win season, something Leon Rice has done eight times in his ten seasons in Boise. The key 

will be if the incoming talent, along with the returners, can become a cohesive unit. If they can, they could 

give San Diego State a serious push, making them a big boom or bust candidate for 2020-21.   

3. UTAH STATE – It will not be an easy task to replace the MWC Player of the Year in Sam Merrill. Craig 

Smith’s squad will have to do it by committee, and they have the pieces to do so. The Aggies have one of 

the better frontcourts in the country, led by Neemias Queta, who is one of the best players in the league. 

They aren’t as deep at the guard position, and will need to find some consistency in order to make a move 

towards the top of the league. 

4. COLORADO STATE – The Rams could make some serious moves this season, as they will try to build on 

their 20-12 season from a year ago. They don’t have a senior on their roster, and this core of talented 

players (led by Isaiah Stevens) will win a lot of games during their time together. 

5. UNLV – The pieces are there for a slow and steady climb for a program that has seen so much turnover in 

recent years. Bryce Hamilton will be a very exciting player to watch, and the Rebels have the offensive 

firepower to be in the middle tier of the MWC. 

6. NEVADA – The Wolfpack must replace their top four scorers from last year, including the league’s best 

scorer in Jalen Harris. If there is anyone who is fit for that task, it is Steve Alford, who has the time to be 

able to rebuild the program into a Mountain West power.  

7. FRESNO STATE – Orlando Robinson will be one of the best players in the conference, but the Bulldogs 

don’t have a lot behind him. If a few players take the next step, the Bulldogs could climb the standings. 

8. WYOMING – The Cowboys will be a team to watch for down the road, but this season will serve as a 

developmental year. Jeff Linder’s team does not have a single senior, and a lot of promising young talent. 

9. NEW MEXICO – The Lobos stockpiled Power Five transfers last season, a strategy that imploded as the 

year went on. As they hit the reset button, it will take time for them to return to prominence. 

10. AIR FORCE – Lavelle Scottie and Ryan Swan, the Falcons’ leading scorers and rebounders, will need to be 

replaced. With only one returning starter and a lot of teams ahead of them, they might be a year or two 

away from returning to contention in the league. 

11. SAN JOSE STATE – Seneca Knight is the player to watch here for a program that has struggled ever since 

entering the Mountain West in 2013. There some intriguing players around Knight, but the Spartans don’t 

have enough firepower compared to other teams ahead of them. 
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NORTHEAST 
Robert Morris ended its long tenure in the NEC with fourth-

straight wins and a conference tournament title. With the 

tournament champions out of the picture, the league is open 

for the taking. Expect there to be a race for that top spot 

between a few teams. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON – Four of the top five scorers are back for the Knights, led by NEC Player of the 

Year frontrunner Jahlil Jenkins, who averaged 16 points per game last season. There is a lot of offensive 

pop on this team, with players such as Xzavier Malone-Key, Elyjah Williams, and Brandon Powell. The 

Knights will be a tough team to keep up with on the scoreboard. 

2. SAINT FRANCIS (NY) – The Terriers have a lot of experience and are very deep with talent. Chauncey 

Hawkins returns after leading the team in scoring, assists, and steals, along with two other double-figure 

scorers in Unique McLean and Rob Higgins. Talented freshman Elijah Hardison is expected to make an 

immediate impact, making the Terriers a team that could win it all in the NEC. 

3. MOUNT ST. MARY’S – There has been a steady growth in recent years with this program, and a big jump 

can come this season. The Mountaineers return four starters, all of which averaged nine or more points 

per game. Their leading scorer Damian Chong Qui is the player to watch here. If their talent continues to 

develop, expect them to be right in the middle of the title race. 

4. BRYANT – They have the NEC Rookie of the Year in Michael Green III, and incoming transfers Peter Kiss 

(Rutgers) and Melo Eggleston (Arkansas State) should help immediately. Keep an eye on Charles Pride and 

Benson Lin, two players poised for breakout seasons. 

5. CENTRAL CONNECTICUT – The Blue Devils might be the best-set for the future out of anyone in the NEC. 

Four starters are back, and none of them are seniors. The key for them will be offense, as they averaged 

only 63 points per contest a year ago. They have the shooters to do that, headlined by Ian Krishnan and 

Jamir Reed. 

6. SACRED HEART – Like Central Connecticut, Sacred Heart is another team that has a bright future, as the 

Pioneers welcome in eight freshman and a JUCO transfer. They did lose four starters, including E.J. 

Anosike, who averaged a double-double. The incoming class is talented enough to make some noise.  

7. LONG ISLAND – Ty Flowers is the player to watch here, an All-NEC talent who is a threat from the 

perimeter, on the boards, and on the defensive side of the ball. They could finish higher on the list if they 

receive quick contributions from their newcomers, which include transfers from UMass and UMass-

Lowell. The returns of Virshon Cotton and Jermaine Jackson Jr. provide more dimensions to the Sharks. 

8. WAGNER – Expect the Seahawks to be better after a down year in which they went 5-13 in NEC play and 

8-21 overall. The combination of Alex Morales, Nigel Jackson and Chase Freeman will be one to watch, 

along with highly-talented freshman Elijah Allen, who was the state player of the year in Delaware. 

9. MERRIMACK – It was quite the historic season for the Warriors, who won the NEC regular season title 

outright in their first season as a Division I program. Their 20 wins also set the record for most wins for a 

first-year D-I program. They shouldn’t be counted out this season, but the loss of three starters, all of 

which averaged nine or more points per game, will be tough to replace. 

10. SAINT FRANCIS (PA) – The Red Flash have been one of the more consistent programs in the NEC over the 

past few seasons, but most of that core is gone as they return only one starter. Myles Thompson should 

have a spectacular season as the feature player, after averaging ten points per game in 2019-20. 
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OHIO VALLEY 
The OVC has been dominated by Belmont and Murray state 

over the past decade, and things likely won’t change this 

season, as both figure to be in the mix. Austin Peay will be a 

team that will challenge the usual contenders, and the battle 

for that top spot will be an exciting race all season long. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. AUSTIN PEAY – For only the third time in OVC history, a team had both the conference’s Player and 

Freshman of the Year on the same team. Last season, the duo of Terry Taylor and Jordyn Adams formed 

an unstoppable duo of perhaps the two best players in the league. To put it in perspective how good 

these two are, Taylor was 13th nationally in scoring and 10th in rebounding, while Adams was number two 

among all freshman in scoring. With both back, they will be a must-watch all season long.  

2. BELMONT – The Bruins did not miss a step in Casey Alexander’s first season in Nashville, as they went 15-

3 in OVC play and 26-7 overall. The transfer of Adam Kunkel will set them back slightly, but returning Nick 

Muszynski and Grayson Murphy will put them in the title chase.  

3. MURRAY STATE – The duo of All-OVC caliber players Tevin Brown and KJ Williams will make the Racers 

hard to defend. With that combination to lead the way, they have a solid core in place to help support 

them, including an incoming class led by guard Justice Hill.  

4. EASTERN ILLINOIS – There is a lot to be excited about for the Panthers, who feature one of the league’s 

upper tier backcourts among their seven returning players. Josiah Wallace and Mack Smith, both double-

digit scorers, present an All-OVC backcourt that will tear apart opponents’ defenses once again this year. 

5. EASTERN KENTUCKY – Jomaru Brown shouldered a huge chunk of the Eastern Kentucky offense in 2019-

20, averaging over 18 points per game and shooting the ball a lot in the process. In order for the Colonels 

to take the next step, they will need some other contributors to help take the load off of Brown.  

6. TENNESSEE STATE – A talented incoming class should help Brian “Penny” Collins continue his building 

process in Nashville. The one-two punch of Carlos Marshall Jr. and Shakem Johnson will pace the Tigers as 

they continue their rise in the OVC. 

7. TENNESSEE MARTIN – The Skyhawks were statistically the worst defensive team in the country last 

season. That number should improve in 2020-21, and that should correlate to a slight increase in their win 

total. Parker Stewart is back for his junior season, after averaging 19 points per game last year. 

8. MOREHEAD STATE – Young players will be heavily relied on this season after the Eagles lost three 

starters. The talent is there to build off of, so look for Morehead State in future seasons to move up. 

9. TENNESSEE TECH – This is a team that could climb a spot or two by the end of the season. They return 

four starters, led by Jr. Clay, who led them in scoring, assists and steals. They also have some very 

talented incoming freshman that should make a splash right from the start. 

10. JACKSONVILLE STATE – The Gamecocks appear to be heading towards a rebuild this season. They lost four 

starters, and return just six players from last year. Their nine newcomers will need some time to settle in. 

11. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS EDWARDSVILLE – The talent is there, and their development will probably take 

another year to come to fruition. The Cougars have some solid depth at the guard position, and they have 

the Wright twins, Shamar and Lamar, who will be looking to take the next step. 

12. SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE – Only one starter is back, and the Redhawks will need to replace a lot of 

scoring production. Guard Chris Harris, who scored 15 and 16 points in his two games before a season-

ending injury, will be back and looking to pick up where he left off. 
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PAC-12 
Oregon lost the Pac-12 Player of the Year, but are still the team to 

beat this season. The teams below the Ducks, however, have the 

pieces necessary to make a run for the Pac-12 crown. For a league 

that has sent only three teams to the NCAA Tournament in each of 

the past two seasons, the Pac-12 is loaded with teams that have a 

shot at the Big Dance in 2020-21. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. OREGON – Expectations for the Ducks are still high even without Payton Pritchard and C.J. Walker. Dana 

Altman has a returning crew that is ready for the challenge, with a lot of transfers and freshman ready to 

make an impact. Expect a bigger role for Will Richardson, who was the Pac-12’s best shooter a year ago. 

They have been the most consistent team in this league, and that should continue.  

2. UCLA – It was a very bumpy start to Mick Cronin’s first season in Los Angeles, but from mid-January on his 

team was one of the hottest in the nation. People began to see his imprint as the season went on, as the 

Bruins were much better defensively, more balanced and efficient on offense, and improved on the 

boards. They return pretty much everyone from that team, and will be a real threat to win the league. 

3. ARIZONA STATE – The Sun Devils are poised for potentially their best season in over two decades. They’re 

led by Remy Martin, one of the best point guards in the nation, and play at a dizzying pace. Romello White 

was set to become one of the league’s better forwards, but he transferred out, making him the second 

double-digit scorer gone from 2019-20. Regardless, the pieces are there around Martin for Arizona State 

to have a fantastic season. If their efficiency numbers improve, then they could very well make a run. 

4. STANFORD – Like Arizona State, Stanford is another team in position for a historic season. Tyrell Terry 

elected for the NBA Draft, but the Cardinal return their next five highest scorers, and also bring in a top 

ten recruiting class. Only six teams had a better adjusted defensive efficiency rating (kenpom) than 

Stanford, and if their offense can catch up to their defense, they could be a strong and consistent team. 

5. ARIZONA – It might take a few games for this team to get settled in, but the talent is certainly there to be 

a solid team in the upper tier of this conference. A plethora of vital losses from last year’s roster were 

replaced by nine players, a class that graded out as one of the best in the nation. They’ll be solid in 2020-

21, and will be competitive for multiple seasons. 

6. USC – The Trojans will be a must-watch team this season due to the presence of Evan Mobley, a player 

who is a potential lottery pick after the season. USC lost a lot of star power from a year ago, but will be 

dominant in the frontcourt. If they can find some solid play from their guards, they could move up. 

7. COLORADO – Tad Boyle’s squad was in the top 20 nationally in multiple metrics in mid-February, but 

ended the season on a five-game losing streak. McKinley Wright IV will be a Pac-12 P.O.Y. candidate. 

8. WASHINGTON – The Huskies are a team that could finish higher in the standings, but that hinges on them 

getting consistent perimeter production. The talent is there for them to do so, led by Quade Green. 

9. UTAH – There are only five upperclassmen on the roster, making the Utes a team to follow long-term. 

Their returning core began to mesh well down the stretch last season, led by forward Timmy Allen. 

10. OREGON STATE – Tres Tinkle is gone, leaving a huge gap without the program’s all-time leading scorer. If 

their incoming transfers can make an impact, combined with Ethan Thompson, they might be a surprise. 

11. WASHINGTON STATE – The Cougars brought in one of the better recruiting classes in the Pac-12, but 

were devastated when CJ Elleby left. The class is still cause for optimism, but it will take time to grow. 

12. CALIFORNIA – The Bears had one of the worst offenses in the nation last year, but that should change this 

season. The return of nine scholarship players and the introduction of good transfers will provide a jolt. 
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PATRIOT LEAGUE 
The regular season champion Colgate was upended by 

Boston University in the conference’s title game in March 

before the COVID-19 shutdown. It should be a battle all 

season long between those two squads, with the Terriers 

posing a real threat to take over the regular season crown. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. BOSTON UNIVERSITY – The Terriers have a plethora of upperclassmen back from a team that won its first-

ever Patriot League Tournament. They have a ton of athleticism, and will be tough on opponents all year 

long. The pair of Walter Whyte and Javante McCoy will be in the running for All-Patriot honors, and the 

wealth of experience will make them very efficient late in games. 

2. COLGATE – There are few teams that can compete with the size that the Raiders bring to the table. That 

has been one of the defining features of this program in recent years, and 2020-21 will be no different. 

Colgate returns three starters from last year’s squad, all of which were double-figure contributors. Jordan 

Burns is one of the most complete players in the conference, and someone to follow all season long. 

3. LOYOLA (MD) – A team that finished tied for eighth last year, the Greyhounds are ready to rise in 2020-

21. Santi Aldama, after averaging 15.2 points and 7.6 rebounds per game last season, will be a force in his 

first full year after dealing with knee surgery in 2019. Loyola is young, but they will make a lot of noise. 

4. NAVY – Watch out for Navy this season, as they have one of the more intriguing rosters in the Patriot 

League. Ed DeChellis has roughly 85 percent of both his scoring and rebounding back from last season. 

They have a lot of depth at the guard position, and if they are better away from Annapolis, that would 

cement them in the top half of the league.  

5. LAFAYETTE – The league’s leading returning scorer, Justin Jaworski, will at some point make his return 

after sustaining an ACL injury in February. If he comes back and returns to form, this team will be tough to 

keep up with offensively, as they have a wealth of capable three-point shooters. 

6. LEHIGH – One of the more balanced teams in the league, the Mountain Hawks won’t win with star power, 

but they will make up for it with a solid nucleus of players. Nic Lynch is poised for a breakout season at 

the center position, as James Karnik transferred to Boston College, 

7. BUCKNELL – It feels weird to have the Bison this low on the list, as they have been the gold standard of 

this league for years. Don’t be surprised if they finish higher, as they have the talent to replace Jimmy 

Sotos, who left for Ohio State. The combination of John Meeks, Andrew Funk, and Walter Ellis should be 

able to make up for the losses, along with young players Xander Rice and Andre Screen. 

8. AMERICAN – Replacing the program’s all-time leading scorer and Patriot League Player of the Year Sa’eed 

Nelson won’t be easy. Pieces are still there for them to be competitive, however. 

9. ARMY – Not having the duo of Tommy Funk and Matt Wilson will be a huge challenge for Army, as both 

brought so much to the court. With that being said, there are now new opportunities for guys to step into 

those roles, making Army very balanced on both sides of the ball. 

10. HOLY CROSS – The Crusaders will be very undersized at times this season, as their offense will feature a 

lot of guard play. The talent is there to build around, but they won’t have enough to make a huge jump up 

the standings in 2020-21. Keep an eye on their incoming class, which could make the difference in 

jumpstarting that climb. 
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SEC 
The SEC is incredibly wide open this season, as the case can be 

made for up to eight teams that have a legitimate chance at the 

conference title. What makes this conference even stronger is 

that this parity can carry over into March, with a lot of these 

teams built for sustainable runs in the NCAA Tournament. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. KENTUCKY – The season might start bumpy for the Wildcats, but expect them to come into form as March 

approaches. With four major contributors gone, John Calipari was once again able to quickly reload with 

the nation’s best recruiting class and also one of the best transfers in Olivier Sarr. Frontcourt depth will be 

something to keep an eye on, but their perimeter efficiency will be something that wins them games. 

2. TENNESSEE – Turnovers and a lack of ways to score plagued the Volunteers last season, as they didn’t win 

more than two games in a row after Thanksgiving. A bounce-back season is imminent, as they have 

multiple reliable players who can score, and a returning backcourt that can minimize turnovers.  

3. LSU – Will Wade might be the happiest coach in the SEC after three of his players who entered in the NBA 

Draft withdrew their names. LSU might have their best chance in a very long time to mount a Final Four 

run, as their top-ten recruiting class will join players such as Trendon Watford, Javonte Smart and Darius 

Days. There is no shortage of talent and athleticism, and the Tigers will be one of the deepest in the SEC. 

4. ALABAMA – A blistering pace of play headlines the Crimson Tide, who were fourth in the nation in 

adjusted tempo a year ago. Nate Oats’ squad loves the long ball, as almost half of their field goal attempts 

were from beyond the arc, which led to them being 37th in adjusted offensive efficiency. Expect similar 

results in 2020-21, as Jaden Shackleford and John Petty form one of the SEC’s best scoring duos. 

5. FLORIDA – The Gators had a balanced offense in 2019-20, as they ranked first in the league in three-

points shooting and second in two-point shooting. Scottie Lewis is ready for the next step, and will be a 

star for the Gators. Mike White has a deep roster on his hands, and they are a threat for the SEC crown. 

6. ARKANSAS – Eric Musselman guided Arkansas to 20 wins using mostly just two guys off of his bench. He 

will have a lot more depth this season with a very talented incoming class. They will be much improved. 

7. AUBURN – Bruce Pearl’s most recent recruiting class graded out as the highest-ranked in program history. 

A program that has benefitted from veteran experience will now shift to younger players, but they should 

be competitive. They held 29 of their 31 opponents under their scoring average last season. 

8. MISSOURI – The Tigers should be a bubble team this season, as they had the most returning talent in the 

SEC. in order for them to sneak into the Tournament, they will need to be more efficient offensively.  

9. MISSISSIPPI – Kermit Davis has some really intriguing transfers coming in, but will need to replace Breein 

Tyree. They ranked 13th in the SEC in adjusted offensive efficiency, and will need to replace Tyree’s points. 

10. SOUTH CAROLINA – Like always, the Gamecocks were one of the better teams nationally on defense, 

grading out in the top 50 in multiple metrics. They will need more of an offensive punch to take the leap. 

11. TEXAS A&M – Buzz Williams is building the foundations, but it will take more time for it to come to 

fruition. They have the talent to steal some games and make some noise throughout the season. 

12. MISSISSIPPI STATE – The Bulldogs lost four double-digit scorers, including Robert Woodard II, who would 

have made them much higher on the list. It will be a tall task to replace the 40-plus points they lost. 

13. GEORGIA – The attention of having Anthony Edwards is gone, and it won’t be easy to replace him. Keep 

an eye on Sahvir Wheeler, who will be the player to watch in Athens. 

14. VANDERBILT – It will take some time for Jerry Stackhouse to rebuild this program, who welcomes in a lot 

of new faces this season. Scotty Pippen Jr. should see an expanded role as the leading returning scorer. 
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SOUTHERN 
The SoCon has been home to some of the better teams at the 

mid-major level in recent years, along with really good coaches. 

That was prevalent once again this offseason, as Steve Forbes left 

East Tennessee State for Wake Forest. Furman is the early 

favorite, but expect a few teams to compete for the top spot. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. FURMAN – The Paladins will be one of the better mid-majors this season, and their 40-year drought 

between NCAA Tournament appearances could very well end. They were one of the best teams in the 

country in quality offensive opportunities, and made a very good percentage of those shots. Furman 

returns four starters, led by double-digit scorers Noah Gurley and Clay Mounce. 

2. UNC GREENSBORO – Wes Miller is one of the best mid-major coaches, and it will continue to show this 

season. Despite losing James Dickey and Kyrin Galloway, the Spartans are incredibly deep and will be 

tough to beat. Isaiah Miller is primed for a SoCon Player of the Year season after he finished second in 

scoring during the 2019-20 campaign. 

3. WOFFORD – The Terriers were one win away from back-to-back SoCon Tournament titles, and should be 

back in the mix again this season. They won’t be as deep in the frontcourt, as Chevez Goodwin transferred 

to USC. They will have terrific guard play all season, as Storm Murphy is primed for a fantastic season. 

4. EAST TENNESSEE STATE – The Buccaneers had a really good team last season, proven by their 30-4 

record. Four starters are gone from that team, including their leading scorer Bo Hodges. In order to crack 

the top three, they will need their transfers to get waivers, which will give them the depth they need to 

compete. If not, their bench will be mainly comprised of freshman. 

5. MERCER – Don’t be surprised if the Bears land a spot or two higher by the end of the season. They came 

onto the scene last season with a fourth-place finish, which was surprising to many. Two incoming 

transfers, Neftali Alvarez (Fairfield) and Felipe Haase (South Carolina) will help them immediately, as they 

lost their top two scorers from 2019-20. 

6. WESTERN CAROLINA – After their second-highest win total in program history, the Catamounts will be 

looking to build off of their 19-12 campaign from a year ago. Their offense centers around pace, space, 

and shooting, as 89 percent of their shots came either beyond the arc or at the rim. Mason Faulkner, their 

leading scorer, will be their featured player after they lost two double-digit scorers. 

7. CHATTANOOGA – Lamont Paris would have four starters back, but lost two to the transfer portal. It might 

take some time for this team to adjust, as they also lost their leading scorer in Matt Ryan. They did return 

two solid pieces in Ramon Vila and David Jean-Baptiste, so they will be competitive. 

8. SAMFORD – Bucky McMillan will begin his first season at the Division I colliegiate level, after spending 12 

seasons at Mountain Brook High School. That is a gigantic leap, but it has been done before. His first 

season won’t be easy, as the Bulldogs lost four starters, three being double-digit scorers. 

9. THE CITADEL – The Bulldogs struggled defensively last season, allowing 81.1 points per game with 

opponents shooting 45.5 percent from the field. To add on to that, they were riddled with injuries all year. 

This season should be much better, but the defense will need to improve in order for their win total to (0-

18 in SoCon play). 

10. VMI – Travis Evee transferred to Rice, marking the second-consecutive season in which the Keydets lost 

their leading scorer. They have a solid backcourt duo of Greg Parham and Kamdyn Curfman, and a lot of 

youth for Dan Earl to build on for the future. 
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SOUTHLAND 
Stephen F. Austin has been the premier program in the 

Southland dating back to 2014, and this season should be 

no different. With the Lumberjacks being ineligible for the 

NCAA Tournament next season, the teams below them will 

be looking to make the jump over the next few seasons. 

Keep an eye on the rising teams in this conference. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN – The Lumberjacks dominated the conference last season, going 19-1 after an 

impressive nonconference slate which included a victory at Duke. Southland Player of the Year Kevon 

Harris is gone, but Kyle Keller’s program has three of its top four scorers back. They also have a 

frontrunner for the conference’s P.O.Y. in Gavin Kensmil, who shot 60 percent from the field last season. 

2. ABILENE CHRISTIAN – Joe Golding’s team was one of the hottest in the conference down the stretch last 

season, and that momentum should carry over into 2020-21. They return a lot of depth, which will make 

them a dangerous team this season. Their efficiency around the rim is what separates them, as they had 

multiple players shoot around 50 percent from the field. 

3. LAMAR – The Cardinals should see improvement on offense after it limited them a year ago from 

becoming a top-tier team in the Southland. They return three double-digit scorers, and have a solid 

defense that can help the offense get into a rhythm as the season progresses. 

4. MCNEESE – The loss of seniors Sha’Markus Kennedy and Roydell Brown will be tough for the Cowboys, 

but the returning core should be able to absorb that. A.J. Lawson is the player to watch here, as his 14.9 

points per game should see a bump. 

5. NORTHWESTERN STATE – There are scenarios where this team could finish a few spots higher on this list. 

They only lost one starter, but will need to fix their 16.4 turnovers per game in order to make the leap. 

6. TEXAS A&M-CORPUS CHRISTI – The Islanders have one of the best three-point shooting teams in the 

conference, as they hit 245 a season ago (roughly seven to eight per game). The combination of Myles 

Smith and Jordan Hairston makes them hard to defend for 40 minutes. 

7. CENTRAL ARKANSAS – Rylan Bergerson is back after leading the team in scoring last season, along with 

DeAndre Jones, forming one of the better guard combinations in the Southland. In all, the Bears should 

make some noise, as long as they cut down on turnovers after averaging 17.7 per game in 2019-20. 

8. NEW ORLEANS – The Privateers can score the basketball at an efficient rate, with guards who limit 

turnovers and also can get to the rim at will. The issue is defense, as they allowed 77 points per game last 

season. If that number can be trimmed even a little bit, they can climb from last year’s 11th place finish. 

9. SAM HOUSTON STATE – After seeing immense roster turnover, the Bearkats still have their leading scorer 

despite losing three seniors and five transfers. Their ability to shoot the three and rebound should make 

them competitive throughout Southland play. 

10. NICHOLLS – A lot of new faces populate this roster that lost six seniors and a transfer, so their record will 

hinge on how the newcomers mesh. Their defense is solid, as they forced 18.6 turnovers per game. 

11. SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA – The Lions placed 300th or worse in half of the statistical categories kept by 

the NCAA a year ago. Losing their leading scorer to the transfer portal could delay their rebuild. 

12. INCARNATE WORD – Southland Freshman of the Year Keaston Willis is back after averaging 13.3 points 

per game his first year. He should see a jump in production due to departure of two key starters. 

13. HOUSTON BAPTIST – The Huskies won four games last season, and saw five players transfer. Defense will 

be a key to their improvement, as they allowed 93.9 points per game last season. 
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SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC 
Texas Southern’s grip on the SWAC has loosened in 

recent years, but the Tigers will look to regain that 

top spot this season. With some of the top teams 

losing pieces, there will be some shifting within the 

league. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. GRAMBLING STATE – It has been a steady building process for this program, as they have put together 

three consecutive winning seasons. They lost both of their double-digit scorers, but have three returning 

starters who are ready to take the next step. Their length and height in the backcourt will make them 

tough to score on. 

2. TEXAS SOUTHERN – The eligibility of incoming transfers will dictate whether or not the Tigers can reclaim 

the top spot in the SWAC. Galen Alexander (Georgetown) and Michael Weathers (Oklahoma State) can 

make an immediate impact if they get waivers. Their three returning starters, led by guard Justin Hopkins, 

will be able to win them games, but Alexander and Weathers can give the team the needed push.  

3. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M – Byron Smith will be looking to build off of what was a very successful season for the 

Panthers, who took the top spot in the league with a 14-4 SWAC record. He will have to replace Devonte 

Patterson and Gerard Andrus, along with pretty much the entire rotation. Their incoming class of 

freshman and transfers should be able to keep them afloat. 

4. SOUTHERN – The Jaguars increased their win total by ten last season, and should expect right around the 

same or maybe even more with the return of most of their key players. They did not defend the rim well, 

but Sean Woods brought in some height that will sure up the interior defense.  

5. JACKSON STATE – The losses of Roland Griffin and Venjie Wallis will limit this team to an extent, but they 

have a solid core retained that will hold them in the mix. Tristan Jarrett is a candidate for SWAC Player of 

the Year, and grad transfer Darius Hicks is a big-time talent, with stops at NC State and Eastern Kentucky. 

6. ALABAMA A&M – Like last season, the Bulldogs will be a young team, as their three returning starters are 

all sophomores. Cameron Tucker is one of the better playmakers in the conference, as he led the team 

with 108 assists last season. Seven-footer Abba Lawal will be a player to watch in the frontcourt. 

7. ALCORN STATE – The Braves lost four starters and do not return much of their rotation, but have an All-

SWAC talent in Troymain Crosby, who is an all-around talent. A new head coach and practically new team 

will be a lot of moving parts, but they will be a middle of the pack team. 

8. ALABAMA STATE – The Hornets will be a team to watch this season, as former NBA guard Mo Williams 

will begin his head coaching career. He inherits a team that does not have a lot of returning scoring, with 

highest returner averaging 6.8 points per game. They have some solid talent in the frontcourt, and 

Williams should be able to lay the foundations for a successful tenure.  

9. ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF – It was a rough statistical season for the Golden Lions, who had the worst 

offense in the country. That number might be an anomaly, as they have a combination of Markedric Bell, 

Dequan Morris and Terrance Banyard that should be able to salvage the point production. Bell is one of 

the more talented forwards in the SWAC, and should be in the conversation for All-SWAC recognition. 

10. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE – The Delta Devils were in the bottom ten in both offensive and defensive 

efficiency a year ago, and a lot a ton of players in the offseason. With only two key pieces of their rotation 

returning, it will be tough for the program to climb up the standings in 2020-21. 
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SUMMIT 
Despite losing two vital pieces to their program, 

South Dakota State was the best team in the Summit 

last season. They will once again be the favorite in 

2020-21, but a lot of intriguing teams below them will 

look to make a push for the top. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE – Without Mike Daum on the court and T.J. Otselberger on the sideline, the 

Jackrabbits still sat tied atop the Summit League with a 13-3 in-conference record. They will have their 

entire starting five back for another season, headlined by Douglas Wilson, Matt Dentlinger and Noah 

Freidel, who are all All-Summit caliber players. Expect South Dakota State to be in the mix come March.  

2. NORTH DAKOTA STATE – The Bison lost some key pieces from last year’s stellar team, including the 

potent scoring duo of Vinnie Shahid and Tyson Ward. Three players who averaged around 24 minutes per 

game are back, and they welcome in freshman Boden Skunberg, who was North Dakota’s Gatorade Player 

of the Year. 

3. ORAL ROBERTS – A program that had one of the least efficient defenses in the country a few seasons ago, 

the Golden Eagles made giants strides to fix that number in 2019-20. Top 150 prospect Jamie Bergens 

joins a team that has strong size and shooting, two things that will give them an edge over some of the 

other teams in this conference. 

4. OMAHA – The Mavericks will need to replace their top two scorers from lasts season, but they have a 

formidable defense headlined by Summit League Defensive Player of the Year Matt Pile. Without their 

longtime backcourt of KJ Robinson and JT Gibson, their ability to score might be limited initially. If they 

can fill that void, they can hang around in the middle of the league. 

5. KANSAS CITY – After seven seasons in the WAC, the Roos return to the Summit League and will look to 

get back on track after just two winnings seasons during that tenure. Billy Donlon’s teams are known for 

defensive aggressiveness, and that should bode well for them in a conference that has a lot of ball 

movement and stellar shooting.  

6. SOUTH DAKOTA – The Coyotes were incredibly efficient on offense last season, but that was neutralized 

by their defense. They had the tenth-widest gap in the nation between their adjusted offensive efficiency 

and adjusted defensive efficiency. The offense will take a step back this season, as they lost four starters, 

all of which were double-digit scorers. The roster turnover will hinder them early, but they will factor in as 

the season goes on. Don’t be surprised if they finish a spot or two higher if the new players mesh well. 

7. NORTH DAKOTA – The departure of All-Summit First Team guard Marlon Stewart takes a huge chunk 

away from their offensive capabilities. With that being said, they still have talent there to keep afloat. The 

combination of Filip Rebraca and De’Sean Allen-Eikens will provide the scoring they need as they round 

out the rest of the rotation. Incoming transfer Caleb Nero will be an impact player. 

8. DENVER – It is hard to tell what the Pioneers will look like on offense this season, as they have changed 

their style in each of the last three seasons (post heavy, balanced, pick-and-roll heavy). Jase Towsend will 

be the player to watch, and Robert Jones should see an increase in workload. The building process still 

needs a few years for them to climb up the conference. 

9. WESTERN ILLINOIS – It will be essentially an entirely new team this season, as they return only 14 percent 

of their minutes from 2019-20, which ranks 351 out of 354 teams. This season won’t be easy, especially 

since most of the teams above them are filled with players with Summit League experience. 
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SUN BELT 
Little Rock had an incredible season last year, and they 

will be the favorites again in 2020-21. Georgia State will 

be looking to get back to the NCAA Tournament, as they 

have been the league’s representative in three of the past 

five seasons (prior to the COVID-19 shutdown last year). 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. LITTLE ROCK – The Trojans could shape up to be one of the best mid-major programs in the country 

during 2020-21. They return every key piece from last season’s team that had the league’s best offense 

and highest accuracy from both two and three point range. Darrell Walker’s squad will find the best-

quality shot almost every time up the court, and they have balance and depth at both the perimeter and 

around the rim. They are headlined by Markquis Nowell, who will be a candidate for Sun Belt Player of the 

Year. If this team makes it to the NCAA Tournament, they might even be able to steal a game or two. 

2. GEORGIA STATE – While the pace of play might have been different last season, the Panthers kept their 

consistent track record afloat after the departure of Ron Hunter. They have a wealth of experience, and 

return four starters from a team that won 19 games. Their tempo, which produced 73 possessions per 

game, will make it difficult for teams to defend for a full 40 minutes. 

3. TEXAS STATE – This might be a bit of a reach, but the Bobcats could make some real noise this season. 

They are coming off of a 21-11 season, including 13 Sun Belt wins, and they forced almost 21 turnovers 

per game. Their defense will be their trademark, but they will need a bump in offense in order to really 

make a jump. That will be something to monitor, as they lost their only double-digit scorer. 

4. UT ARLINGTON – Their 14-18 record from last season is incredibly deceptive. They lost five conference 

games by three or fewer points, and were competitive in a lot of out-of-conference games. Their defense 

is their calling card, as they ranked third in the Sun Belt in adjusted defensive efficiency. 

5. COASTAL CAROLINA – The Chanticleers will be without their best two shooters and top rebounder from 

last season, but they return DeVante Jones, who is their best player. If Missouri State transfer Tyrik Dixon 

can make an impact, and if Ebrima Dibba is fully healthy, they could climb a few spots higher. 

6. SOUTH ALABAMA – Only three contributors return from last season’s team, but the influx of transfers 

should replenish the stat sheet. Their blend of press and zone on defense will create havoc for opponents, 

which will keep them in games as they newcomers ease into the program. 

7. APPALACHIAN STATE – The Mountaineers have a Sun Belt P.O.Y. candidate in Justin Forrest, and were 

able to replace their lost contributors. They do have a chance to be much higher in the standings, if some 

of their players with larger roles can have breakout seasons. 

8. LOUISIANA – Jalen Johnson, their leading scorer, transferred to Mississippi State. The Ragin’ Cajuns return 

two double-digit scorers, but will need to be better on defense, as they were tenth last year in efficiency. 

9. GEORGIA SOUTHERN – Brian Burg’s first season with the Eagles will be tough, as the program lost four 

starters and a good chunk of their scoring. Expect his background at Texas Tech to boost their defense. 

10. ARKANSAS STATE – The Red Wolves had the worst defense in the Sun Belt last season, but posted pretty 

solid offensive numbers. There will be a lot of newcomers, as they return just four rotation players. 

11. TROY – In a very competitive league, the Trojans might not have enough to make a splash. They do have a 

lot of young talent, so the program should experience a steady growth over the coming years. 

12. LOUISIANA MONROE – Points will be a premium this season, as the program does not have really any 

proven scorers on their roster. They have ranked 250 or worse in adjusted offensive efficiency in three of 

the past four seasons, and that trend will be tough to break in 2020-21. 
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WESTERN ATHLETIC 
New Mexico State has been on a tear in the WAC, as 

they have posted double-digit conference win totals in 

all but two of their seasons in the conference, dating 

back to 2005. To add on, they have made it to the NCAA 

Tournament in seven of the past eight seasons (pre-

shutdown). Expect the same trend to continue this season. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. NEW MEXICO STATE – The Aggies have not lost a WAC game since January of 2019, and they do not have 

any signs of slowing down. Four Division I transfers replenish a roster that dealt with countless injuries 

last season. They return a solid core of players from last season as well, headlined by WAC Player of the 

Year candidate Jabari Rice. There is a realistic chance four of their five potential starters can land on All-

WAC teams this season. That’s how good they are, and how big of a gap there is in the league. Their 

effectiveness on defense, ability to rebound, and force tough shots makes them a dangerous mid-major.  

2. GRAND CANYON – Injuries plagued the Antelopes last season, but they should return to WAC prominence 

in the first year of Bryce Drew’s tenure as head coach. They return the league’s best center Alessandro 

Lever, along with its best freshman in Jovan Blacksher Jr. There are plenty of options for Drew to work 

with, and they will make last year’s fifth-place finish an anomaly. 

3. UT RIO GRAND VALLEY – The Vaqueros lost their top two contributors from 2019-20 in Lesley Varner II 

and Jordan Jackson, but that will open the door for Javon Levi to have a breakout season. Their stout 

defense will grow this season, as the two-time WAC Defensive Player of the Year Levi is joined by Stony 

Brook transfer Jeff Otchere, who is a former America East Defensive Player of the Year. UTRGV will make 

it incredibly difficult to score for a full 40 minutes. 

4. CAL BAPTIST – Rick Croy’s team put together a great season in year two of WAC play, winning 10 of 16 

games en route to a second place finish. After enduring a major roster overhaul in the offseason, which 

included the loss of their entire starting five, the Lancers will be counting on incoming transfer talent to 

keep them afloat. One of those five starters happened to be the WAC Player of the Year in Milan Acquaah, 

whose 18 points per game won’t be easy to fill. They have the talent to be in the top half of the WAC. 

5. SEATTLE – The Redhawks had high expectations with a veteran team last season, and finished fifth. With 

ten new players on the roster, it will take some time for Jim Hayford to mold this new team. They will 

need one of their incoming transfers to make an impact for them to climb up the standings. 

6. UTAH VALLEY – The entire starting five is gone, including four main contributors from last season’s team. 

Replacing four double-digit scorers is no easy task, especially when only two rotation players are back. It 

will be a transitional season for the Wolverines as they retool the roster. 

7. DIXIE STATE – A perennial power at the Division II level, the Trailblazers begin their first season at the 

Division I level with a chance to make some noise in the WAC. They return four starters and have the 

depth and veteran leadership to make a solid first impression. The duo of Hunter Schofield and Dason 

Youngblood gives them dynamic ways to score, and if certain things go their way, they could very well 

finish a spot or two higher by the end of the season. 

8. TARLETON STATE – The Texans have a wealth of athleticism, young talent, and a bright future. They will 

go as far as their chemistry takes them, as they welcomed in a lot of new faces for the 2020-21 season. 

9. CHICAGO STATE – Only one starter is gone, so the Cougars should have a cohesive unit for this season. 

The only issue is that they went 0-14 in WAC play last season. Depending on how the new programs fare 

in their first season of WAC play, Chicago State might be able to sneak up the standings by a spot or two. 
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WEST COAST 
While Gonzaga remains solidified as the best team 

in the WCC, the teams under them will be fighting 

for positioning all season long. The usual rivals of 

Gonzaga, BYU and Saint Mary’s, will be challenged 

by others this season, as pretty much everyone in 

this league has been improving. 

CONFERENCE PROJECTIONS 

1. GONZAGA – Mark Few welcomes in the program’s highest ranked recruit (Jalen Suggs) and recruiting class 

in its history. They present depth on the perimeter with the return of Joel Ayayi and Corey Kispert, and 

should have solid talent in the frontcourt with Drew Timme and Anton Watson. The introduction of Suggs, 

among the others, makes this team elite. Expect Gonzaga to run through the regular season, as they 

usually do. This could be the year they win a National Championship as well. 

2. BYU – There is a considerable amount of buzz surrounding the Cougars, who brought in some talented 

players headlined by Purdue’s Matt Haarms. Caleb Lohner, who switched his commitment from Utah to 

BYU, will be a versatile and skilled addition to the rotation. BYU was the best shooting team in the country 

last season, and while their departing players accounted for a decent chunk of that, they return players 

who can still space the court and knock down threes. Expect their NCAA Tournament drought to end. 

3. SAN FRANCISCO – The Dons have strung together four consecutive seasons of 20-plus wins, and they will 

be in the running for that again this season. Their offensive tempo will be dizzying, as they have multiple 

guards who can push the pace. They have the depth and talent to challenge BYU for second place. 

4. SAINT MARY’S – Randy Bennett’s program, along with their counterparts at Gonzaga, have been the 

definition of consistency at the mid-major level. In the past 13 seasons, they have not finished below 67 in 

KenPom rankings. This season, they might take half a step back, as they do not have a proven go-to player 

on their team and less offensive punch.  

5. PEPPERDINE – This could be a surprise team this season. The Waves return 80 percent of their scoring, 

and have a talented duo in Colbey Ross and Kessler Edwards. If all of the talent can come together, along 

with higher percentage shots and increased efficiency, then Pepperdine could climb the WCC. 

6. PACIFIC – WCC Coach of the Year Damon Stoudamire will look to build off of the Tigers’ 23-10 record last 

season. Even without the conference’s Defensive Player of the Year Jahlil Tripp, they will still present a 

formidable defense complemented by a balanced scoring attack. With that being said, taking into account 

the talent level among the teams above them, it will be hard to replicate their breakout season. 

7. LOYOLA MARYMOUNT – The Lions have seven players with starting experience and a solid incoming class. 

They present one of the biggest rosters in the country size-wise, and will be very difficult to play on both 

sides of the ball. 

8. SANTA CLARA – The Broncos present a tremendous amount of depth in the frontcourt, but are very thin 

at the guard position. That will hinder them this season, keeping them in the lower tiers of the WCC. 

9. SAN DIEGO – There are a lot of experienced transfers that could debut this season, depending on waivers. 

If they do, the Toreros could move a spot higher on the list. They were not efficient on offense last 

season, but the incoming veterans should help fix that. Keep an eye on them in the coming years. 

10. PORTLAND – Incoming transfers will be the key for the Pilots this season, as they should provide an 

immediate boost to a defense that struggled last season. With that being said, scoring consistently might 

be an issue at times. The Pilots lost both their double-digit scorers and will need to find some go-to 

options in order to generate points. 


